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Filed for intro on  05/12/2004

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 1255
By  Armstrong

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Stanley and Rholedia
Morgan for their service to the people of
Tennessee.

WHEREAS, this legislative body is pleased to specially recognize those admirable

Tennesseans who have risen to great heights in their chosen professions and who have

answered the call to contribute their time and resources in service to their fellow Tennesseans;

and

WHEREAS, such dedicated residents of our state are Stanley and Rholedia Morgan of

Memphis who currently serve as Co-Chairs of the University of Tennessee Black Millennium

Focus Committee; and

WHEREAS, a 1980 graduate of the University of Tennessee with a degree in Physical

Education, Stanley Morgan was a legendary figure on the gridiron for the “Big Orange” earning

All-Southeastern Conference selections in 1974 and 1976; and

WHEREAS, selected in the first round of the 1977 NFL Draft by the New England

Patriots, Mr. Morgan became a star in the NFL, enjoying a tremendous 13-year career with the

Patriots before going on to play with the Indianapolis Colts and the Denver Broncos; and

WHEREAS, Rholedia McGuire Morgan is a 1977 graduate of the University of

Tennessee with a degree in Home Economics; she is a businesswoman and entrepreneur who

lends her time and considerable talents to many charitable organizations, including Make-a-

Wish and the Heart Association in addition to serving on the UT National Alumni Association

Women’s Council; and

WHEREAS, the Black Millennium Focus Committee was created in 2002 to help the

University of Tennessee raise private gifts for African-American student scholarships; over the
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past 2 ½ years, this outstanding organization has secured over $2.2 million from

individuals, corporations and foundations; and

WHEREAS, the Alex Haley Scholarships were created as the cornerstone of these

efforts thereby providing academic awards to help the University of Tennessee recruit and retain

African-American undergraduates; and

WHEREAS, the First Annual Alex Haley Scholarships Celebrity Golf Tournament is the

inspiration of Stanley and Rholedia Morgan to bring visibility to the efforts of the University of

Tennessee and the University of Tennessee Black Millennium Focus Committee while having

fun and raising money for student scholarships; and

WHEREAS, the Morgans, as first chairs of the committee, were instrumental in the

recruitment of the other outstanding committee members including: Jesse Briggs, Sandra

Burke, Dr. Jesse Cannon, Stephen Carter, Spruell Driver, Michael Gayles, John M. Jackson, Jr.,

Roland James, Kennard McGuire, Jeff Moore, Robby and Schuronda Morton, Marguerite

Simmons, Courtney and Angela Smith, Nate Sumpter, Sheila A. Watson and Dennis O. Wolfe;

and

WHEREAS, the success of the First Annual Alex Haley Scholarships Celebrity Golf

Tournament will result in countless benefits to future scholarship recipients as well as the

University of Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we pause in our deliberations to specially recognize this truly

outstanding couple who are leading lives of purpose and devotion to others that are models for

all to applaud and respectfully acknowledge; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, that we hereby honor and commend Stanley and Rholedia Morgan for their

service as Co-Chairs of the University of Tennessee Black Millennium Focus Committee and

thank them for their exemplary service to the good people of Tennessee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


